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An internal circular of the French Socialist Party, the party of center-left in power, of 
July 2016, proposes to present more women than men in the parliamentary elections of June 
20171. 

 
This circular which states the terms of designation of the candidates wants to ensure that 

more women can be elected or at least placed in winnable position in the constituencies so 
that the number of candidates of the Socialist Party could be in agreement with the Parity Law 
passed in 1998. This law states that each political party should present the same number of 
male and female candidates at the general election. 
 

The place of women in political institutions including the Parliament in France is far from 
egalitarian. Almost 20 years after the passage of the law on parity, they are only 26,86% to be 
MPs. They are 155 (125 for the left-wing parties – 30 for the right-wing parties) members of 
the French Assembly for a total of 577 MPs. 3 of them are deputy speaker of the French 
Assembly and 4 are chairwoman of a legislative commission. 4 on a total of 8 commissions: 
that is the only field where the parity is real and respected.  

 
 Does the willingness to comply with the law is only one symbolic dimension and a "real 

parity ideal" or is it just a way to avoid heavy fines for non observance of the parity? In a 
word, is the desire to see an increasing number of women MPs elected a symbol of a political 
project of real equality or is it a simple announcement effect and a mean to stigmatize the 
political parties who do not respect the parity of candidacies between men and women? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
1 Arthur Berdah, « Législatives, le PS veut « présenter plus de femmes que d’hommes » », Le Figaro, 23 août 
2016.  


